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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

It is respectfully requested that the documents listed on 
the attached form PTO/SB/08A be considered and made of record. 
Copies of the Japanese documents (one with an English Abstract) 
are submitted herewith. 

Attached hereto is a Discussion of Relevance of the three 
references identified on said form PTO/SB/08A. 

The U.S. Patent Document identified on said form PTO/SB/08A 
is not enclosed herewith since the USPTO waived the requirement 
to file copies of U.S. Patents and U.S. Patent Application 
Publications for U.S. Patent Applications filed after 
June 30, 2003. (See 1276 OG 55 (05 August 2003)). 
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(1) Japanese laid-open patent No, HeilO-161673 

An arrangement is disclosed, which receives an audio signal of 
singing to the accompaniment of karaoke music, and analyses the 
audio signal to extract frequency components and sound volume, 
scoring the singer in real time. The extracted frequency data, 
sound volume data, etc are compared with guide melody data of 
the karaoke music to determine whether or not. these . data 
coincide with each other for scoring purpose. 

(2) Japane se laid-open utility model No. Hei04-48553 

An arrangement is disclosed, which has reference-performance 
data stored thereon and compares actual-performance data of 
live performance with the reference-performance data. More 
specifically, it is judged whether or not these data coincide 
with each other in pitch, note, or time at which a note is played. 
To compare the pitches, it is judged whether a correct key of 
a keyboard or an appropriate operating member is manipulated 
or not . With respect to the timing of manipulation, it is judged 
whether or not the key has been played at the time designated 
in the reference-performance data. 

(3) USPS, 342, 663 

When either of plural parts contained in music data is guided 
and the other parts are automatically performed, only the guided 
part is read out before the other parts for displaying guide 
indications prior to the performance. — 
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